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TO  A 


Noble  LORD: 

A-  («J ,  t.  y . 

Wherein  it  Is  demonftrated. 

That  all  the  great  and  mighty  Difficulties 
in  obtaining  an  honourable  and  lading 
PEACE,  and  reconciling  all  the  jarring 
and  different  Intereds,  are  for  the  mod; 
Part  chimerical  and  imaginary ;  pro¬ 
vided  only,  it  be  entruded  to  the  Care 
and  Management  of  honed  Hearts  and 
able  Heads. 


By  an  Englis  hi  a  n. 


L  O  N  D  O  N  : 

Printed  for  G.  Kearsly,  Rt  the  G Guicd  lag 
in  Ludgate-Street .  1760. 
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LETTER 


TO  A 

Noble  LORD,  8V. 


My  Lord, 

O  M  M  O  N  report  informs  us, 
$  \  that  all  the  belligerent  powers 

o$p  C  begin  to  grow  fufficiently 
%  cr  tired  with  this  long,  bloody, 

and  moft  expen  five  war — - 
and  really  it  is  high  time ;  for  one  may 
reafonably  iuppofe  the  eftufion  Ox  fo 
much  human  blood,  the  devaluation,  ra¬ 
vage,  and  defolation,  that  has  overfpread 
fo  many  countries,  by  this  time  is  be¬ 
come  highly  offenfive  to  Goo*  as  well  as 

g  a  moll 


(  2  ) 

a  moft  greivous  and  melancholy  confide- 
ration  to  all  honeft  and  fenfible  men. 

W e  are  likewife  informed  that  your  lord- 
fhip  is  the  perfon  fixed  on  to  negotiate  this 
peace,  and  that  you  are  Ihortly  to  repair 
to  the  place  of  deftination  for  that  purpofe 
— a  great  and  important  truft  indeed.— The 
eyes  of  all  Europe  will  be  upon  you — 
your  conduct  will  be  examined  with  the 
utmoft  nicety. — I  have  a  high  opinion  of 
your  lordfhip’s  abilities  and  integrity,  and 
doubt  not  but  you’ll  acquit  yourfelf  with 
honour  and  reputation,  and  be  of  great 
utility  to  your  native  country,  and  there¬ 
by  acquire  that  immortal  renown,  that 
always  attends  thofe  who  worthily  dis¬ 
charge  a  public  truft. — I  doubt  not  but 
many  difficulties  and  perplexities  will  arife 
in  your  own  mind,  how,  and  in  what 
manner,  you  fhall  accomplilh  this  grand 
and  arduous  talk,  and  be  able  to  recon¬ 
cile  fo  many  jarring  and  contending  inte- 
refts — but,  my  lord,  the  difficulties  are 
not  fo  great  as  may  appear  at  firft  fight — 
When  you  come  to  give  it  a  calm  and 
attentive  confideration,  the  mighty  diffi¬ 
culties  will  vanifh  and  difappear  at  once  ; 
efpecially  if  you  confider  yourfelf  to  be 
the  grand  and  moft  important  fpoke,  in 
all  th  is  wheel,  as  you  really  are — I  had 
fome  thoughts  of  giving  you  my  advice ; 

you 
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you  may  pay  what  regard  to  it  you  pleaic 
. — You  may  receive  it  with  cenfure  or 
applaufe — my  intentions  are  good— but, 
on  fecond  thoughts,  I  find  it  is  natural  for 
men  always  to  receive  advice  with  fome 

degree  of  reludance - 1  perceive  in 

my  own  mind,  if  a  man  attempts  to  ad- 
vife  me,  I  am  apt  to  look  upon  it  as  an 
affront  to  my  underftanding,  and  that  he 
is  treating  me  as  a  child — True  it  is — the 
man  who  pretends  to  advife  me — does  in 
that  particular  exercife  a  fuperiority  over 
me,  and  he  can  have  no  reafon  for  it,  but 
that,  in  comparing  me  with  himfelf,  he 
thinks  me  definitive  either  in  point  of  con¬ 
duit  or  underftanding — For  this  reafon, 
my  lord,  fearing  you’ll  take  my  advice  in 
a  difagreeable  light,  I  have  laid  afide  all 
thoughts  of  it,  and  will  only  give  you  a 
plain  recital  how,  and  in  what  manner,  I 
would  ait,  were  I  in  your  place,  and  this 
my  conduit  you  are  at  full  liberty  to  cen¬ 
fure  or  applaud,  juft  as  you  pleafe. 

Being  got  to  the  place  of  deftina- 
tion,  I  would  notify  my  arrival  to  the 
French  ambaffador,  defiring  him  to  fix  a 
time  to  wait  on  me  ;  or,  ir  that  was  not 
agreeable,  I  would  wait  on  him  alone,  to 
have  a  little  conference  with  him,  at  what 
time  or  place  he  may  judge  proper  to  ap¬ 
point — Being  thus  met,  I  would  tell  him, 

B  2  that 
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that  I  was  very  fenfible  it  was  ufual  at  all 
congreffes  to  fpend  a  good  deal  of  time  in 
fettling  and  adjufting  a  great  number  of 
little  ceremonies  and  punctilio’s  whereby 
many  difputes  and  difficulties  would  fre¬ 
quently  arife  and  produce  great  delay, 
and  unneceffary  expence  of  money  and 
time;  but  that,  if  he  thought  proper,  we 
would  difpenfe  with  ail  this  parade  and 
nonfenfe,  and  enter  at  once  on  the  matter 
in  hand,  from  an  opinion  the  fooner  this 
bloody  and  deftruftive  war  was  ended,  the 
better  and  more  agreeable  it  would  be  to 
all  the  contending  parties;  and  here  I 
would  tell  him  that  I  was  inverted  with 
very  ample  and  extenfive  powers,  and  that 
I  would  reduce  what  I  took  to  be  the  pur¬ 
port  of  them  into  a  fhort  and  concife  com- 
pafs,  laying  it  fairly  before  him  ;  and  then 
fubmit  it  to  his  calm  and  deliberate  atten¬ 
tion,  and  would  onlv  defire  to  be  heard 
with  patience  and  without  interruption. 

In  the  firrt:  place,  I  would  acquaint  him, 
that,  in  all  former  treaties  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  France,  we  had  been  accu dom¬ 
ed  to  treat  on  a  foot  of  equality — but,  in 
this  prefent  treaty,  the  matter  was  really 
and  efl'cntially  different — we  now  treat 
with  France  under  the  notion  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  vanquifihed  foe. — 


After 
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After  Kouli  Khann  had  overthrown 
and  entirely  defeated  the  laft  Turkilh 
army,  of  about  one  hundred  thoufand 
men,  and  flain  their  brave  and  valiant 
commander,  Topal  Ofman,  the  whole 
Turkilh  empire  was  in  the  utmoft  dan¬ 
ger  ;  the  Grand  Segnior  and  all  his  court 
were  in  the  utmoft  confulion,and  at  their 
wits  end ;  they  immediately  difpatched 
Ambalfadors  to  Kouli  Khann,  to  follicit 
a  peace  on  any  terms. 

Kouli  Khaun  received  the  ambalfadors 
with  that  infolence  and  haughtinefs  pecu¬ 
liar  to  the  Eaftern  monarchs,  and,  after 
having  made  them  wait  fome  hours  in  an 
outer  tent,  he  at  laft  vouchfafed  them  an 
audience,  and  told  them  he  knew  the  bufi- 
nefs  they  were  come  upon,  and  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  a  peace,  on  condition  they 
granted  him  two  preliminary  articles — -The 
firft  was,  That  they  fubmit  to  fuch  terms 
and  conditions  as  he  Ihould  pleafe  to  pre- 
fcribe ;  and,  fecondly,  That  they  fhould 
acknowledge  his  lenity  and  moderation,  in 
not  overthrowing  the  Turkilh  empire,  for 
that  Topal  Ofman  was  now  no  more  *. 

You 


*  This  Topal  Ofman  was  a  chief  minifter  of 
flats  at  Conllantinople,  and  had  the  principal  ma- 
ag  ement  and  dire£iion  of  that  vail:  empire  for  a 

long 
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You  will  doubtlefs  reply,  that  Kouli 
Khann  was  a  cruel  and  bloody  tyrant — 
I  will  readily  grant  it — but  you  will  find 
in  the  1'equcl,  that  it  is  the  peculiar  feli¬ 
city  of  the  French  nation  at  this  juncture, 
that  my  royal  mailer,  notwithftanding  he 
has  met  with  liich  vaft  and  great  fuccefs, 
will  expeCt  nor  impole  no  terms  or  con¬ 
ditions  on  France,  but  fuch  as  are  perfect¬ 
ly  confident  with  that  invariable  rule  of 
common  juftice  and  equity  which  ought  al¬ 
ways  to  fubfift  between  nation  and  nation 
— on  this  his  mod  Chriltian  majefty  may 
fafely  depend  and  rely — and  if  this  prefent 
difficulty  between  us  be  concluded,  as  I 
hope  in  God  it  will,  your  mailer  may  de¬ 
pend 


long  time  ;  he  exercifed  his  power  with  a  degree  of 
lenity  and  moderation  before  unknown  in  that  part 
of  the  world-— He  was  beloved,  efteemed,  and  re¬ 
vered  throughout  the  whole  empire  ;  as  a  private 
man,  he  was  allowed  to  be  of  the  mofl  exemplary 
virtue  and  fubftantial  goodnefs  ;  he  was  alfo  a  great 
foldier,  commanded  armies,  and  fought  battles. 
Kouli  Khann  well  knew  of  what  vafl  importance 
this  fingle  man  was  to  the  Turkilh  government — 
I  think  it  may  be  laid,  that  few  great  men,  either 
in  the  Chriftian,  Pagan,  or  Mahometan  world, 
have  left  it  with  a  more  exalted  and  finifhed  cha¬ 
racter— It  is  the  fame  in  all  kingdoms  and  {fates 
whatever  ;  when  a  truly  good,  virtuous,  and  fenfi- 
ble  man  happens  to  be  entrufted  with  a  large  (hare 
of  power,  the  advantages  the  community  may  ex¬ 
pect  from  it,  are  very  great  ..J  even  unfpeakable. 
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pend  on  having  a  fincere  friend  and  ally  in 
my  royal  matter,  who  will  make  it  the 
ttudyofhis  life,  and  recommend  it  ftrong- 
ly  to  his  fuccelfor,  always  to  cultivate  a 

hearty  friendfhip  with  Fiance - which 

will  be  found  abundantly  more  conducive 
to  the  real  happinefs  and  profperity  of  both 
nations,  than  by  expending  the  blood  and 
treafure  of  their  honeft,  inoffenfive  fub- 

jedts,  by  wholefale - which  has  many 

times  been  the  cafe. 

And  here.  Sir,  before  I  enter  upon  this 
prefent  treaty,  I  mutt  mention  to  you  the 
treaty  made  at  Utrecht  in  the  latter  end 
of  queen  Anne’s  reign — it  appears  agree¬ 
able  to  the  letter,  to  the  fpirit,  and  to  the 
real  intent  and  meaning  of  that  treaty — 
That  the  port  of  Dunkirk  was  to  be  de- 
molifhed  and  entirely  deftroyed — that  is 
to  fay,  the  citadel,  the  harbour,  and  all 
the  ramparts  and  fortifications — — Now 
this  article  of  that  treaty  has  never  yet 

been  fulfilled,  even  to  this  day - 1  will 

grant  a  (hew  of  doing  it  was  made — but 
it  was  done  in  a  juggling  and  evafive  man¬ 
ner,  and  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  intent 
and  defign  of  the  treaty — Your  court  very 
well  knew  the  condition  of  the  then  Englirti 
miniftry,  and  that  they  were  in  a  ftate  of 
great  weaknefs  and  imbecillity,  not  capa¬ 
ble  to  enforce  the  fulfilment  of  this  arti¬ 
cle — 
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cle— of  this  they  took  the  advantage 
The  breach  of  this  article  gave  great  dif- 

guft  to  the  honed  part  of  the  nation - - 

We  had  at  that  time  one  Sir  Richard 
Steele,  an  honed:  fenfible  man,  who  wrote 
a  great  many  papers  on  this/ubjeft,  and, 
inftead  of  being  protected  and  encouraged 
for  it, — was  actually  expelled  the  houfe  of 
commons — a  difgrace  and  indignity  the 
mod  infamous  that  can  befal  an  Englilh 
gentleman — I  do  not  know  if  your  father 
le  Chaife  was  then  living,  (and  I  have  not 
time  to  examine  the  hidory  of  thofe  days 
at  prefent)  I  mean  he  that  was  fo  long 
confeflor  to  your  late  king — who,  tho’  by 
profeflion  a  divine,  yet  was  a  good  po¬ 
litician,  and  for  a  long  traft  of  time  had 
a  large  (hare  in  the  political  management 
of  all  your  foreign  and  domedic  concerns 
— This  man  was  eternally  buzzing  in  the 
ears  of  your  king,  and  likewife  of  his  fa¬ 
mous  Madam  de  Maintenon,  that  they 
fhould  one  time  or  other  mod  certainly 
fubdue  the  Englidi  nation,  and  demolifh 
their  government ;  and  that  the  only  way 
to  effe<5t  this  grand  defign  was  to  let 
the  Englifh  entirely  alone  to  themfelves ; 
and  that  by  all  accounts  he  could  get  from 
England  (and  he  was  accu  domed  to  have 
many  fpies  to  give  him  condant  intelli¬ 
gence  of  what  pafled)  the  hatred  and 

animofity 
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animofity  between  the  two  contending 
parties  of  Whigs  and  Tories  was  grown 
to  a  iettled  and  hxed  antipathy,  that  muit 
end  ihortly  in  a  civil  war ; — and  then 
by  a  little  prudent  and  feafonable  inter-; 
pofition  on  one  fide  or  other  the'  Bri- 
tifli  government,  may  be  demolifhed  and 
over-let  with  great  eafe  and  facility,  and 
reduced  to  a  ftate  of  dependence  and 

fubiudion  to  F ranee. - 1  his  appears  to 

have  been  his  Iettled  opinion  during  the 
greateft  part  of  his  life  ;  and,  to  fpeak 
the  truth,  there  was  a  real  foundation 
for  it — for,  though  he  happened  to  be 
miftaken  in  this  fingie  point,  vet,  never- 
thelefs,  he  was  a  man  of  great  experi- 
ence  and  iagacity. — —But  now  I  would 
obferve  to  you,  that  the  date  and  condi¬ 
tion  of  England  is  quite  and  entirely 
changed  and  altered  Thofe  monftrous 
and  peftifeious  animals  of  Whws  and 
Tories  are  now'  eradicated  and  totally  an¬ 
nihilated.  In  father  La  Chaife’s  time,  he 
well  knew  the  bulk  of  the  people  in  this 
nation  were  led  by  the  nofe,  and  made 
dupes  and  affes  by  their  civil  and  eccle- 
fiafiical  leaders— But  now  thefe  two  par¬ 
ties  have  had  a  fair  and  open  eclairciif- 
me* n,  and  find  tnere  is  not,  nor  never 
was,  half  that  difference  between  them 
as  they  were  made  to  believe - They 

C  ‘  are 
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are  now  arrived  to  a  fufficiency  of  tin- 
derdanding  to  fee  for  themfelves- — to 
reafon  for  themfelves,  and  have  a  capa¬ 
city  to  diftinguifh  between  their  real  friends 
and  foes. 

His  Britannic  majefty,  whom  I  have 
the  honour  to  reprefent,  is  no  longer  a 
king  of  Whigs,  nor  a  king  of  Tories, 
but  really  and  in  fact  a  king  of  England, 
and  has  the  hearts,  the  affeftion,  and 
purfes  of  his  people  at  his  command  : 
And  this  entire  confidence  is  founded 
on  a  general  opinion,  that  all  his  aims 
and  defigns  tend  only  to  promote  their 

real  happinefs  and  welfare. - -Betides, 

he  has  an  honed  head-fervant,  one  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt,  who,  though  a  chief  minider 
of  date,  is  allowed  by  the  whole  nation 
to  be  a  down-right  honed  man  he 
alfo  is  not  a  minider  of  Whigs  and  Tories, 
but,  in  a  manner  fomewhat  peculiar,  is  a 

minider  to  all  the  people  of  England*, 

from 


*  Union  and  harmony  are  at  all  times  necef- 
fary  to  the  prefervation  of  all  Rates  and  king¬ 
doms,  but  in  a  more  fpecial  manner  when  they 
are  engaged  in  war  with  powerful  enemies  \ 
for  on  this  union  depends  not  only  the  conti¬ 
nuation  of  the  war,  but  the  event  ot  it  liKewife  ; 
and  when  once  a  divided  Rate  or  kingdom  comes 

to  be  united — the  people  will  naturally  recover 

their 


from  an  opinion  he  is  an  honed  man 
both  in  public  and  private  life. — I  could 
mention  to  you  fome  minifters  of  date, 
both  in  England  and  France,  that  have 
maintained  a  very  high  degree  or  power 
in  their  refpedtive  kingdoms,  for  a  long 
fucceffion  of  years,  and  have  constantly 
fupported  and  upheld  themfelves  in  it  by 
the  mod;  open  and  barefaced  bribery, 
venality,  and  univerfal  corruption  ;  their 
whole  lives  have  been  nothing  elfe  but  a 
continued  feries  of  little  cunning,  mean 
artifices,  and  temporary  expedients  : — * 
But,  Sir,  this  William  Pitt  is  an  entire 
Stranger  to  all  thofe  kind  of  practices — 
he  now  poffeffes  a  large  Share  of  powers 
but  how  does  he  Support  himfelf  in  it  ? — • 
Only  by  the  redtitude  of  his  condudl  and 
the  honeSty  of  his  intentions  3  and,  what- 


their  fpirits,  and  a with  vigour  *. - This  is 

confirmed  by  all  hiftory,  as  well  as  by  late  ex¬ 
perience. - However,  it  is  impolitic  in  any  ftate 

or  kingdom  to  be  To  elated  with  luccefs  as  to  be 
deaf  to  all  reafonable  overtures  of  peace  from  their 
enemies, — efpecially  in  fuch  kingdoms  as  fubfifl: 
by  trade  and  commerce  alone, — as  is,  and  ever 

will  be  the  cafe  both  in  England  and  France. - * 

Therefore  it  will  eternally  remain  infinitely  more 
advantageous  for  both  nations  to  live  in  peace  and 

friendihip, - than  to  weaken  and  enervate  their 

j-efpedlive  kingdoms  by  long  and  deftrudtive  wars. 

C  2 
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ever  plans  or  fchemes  he  may  form,  the 
whole  nation  affifts  him  with  their  money, 
with  a  greater  degree  of  willingnefs  and 
chearfulnefs  than  has  ever  been  done  to 
any  former  minifter  ;  and,  whether  his 
fchemes  turn  out  luccefsful  or  not,  they 
a^i  e  ail  latisfied,  from  a  prevailing  opinion 
tnat  the  whole  of  their  money  is  expended 
for  their  own  ufe  and  benefit. 

My  only  reafon,  for  mentioning  thofe 
particulars,  is  only  to  convince  you,  that 
the  fitate  and  condition  of  England  is 
quiie  altered  and  changed  from  what  it 
vvas  at  the  time  of  the  Utrecht  treaty.— * 
No  (ham-work — no  juggling  or  evafive 
tranfaflions  can  or  will  now  be  paffed  on 
the  Englifli  nation — -every  thing  now 
agreed  on  mart  be  fairly  done  and  per¬ 
formed,  confident  with  the  ftridteft  juftice 
and  equity,  by  all  thecontradlingpowers. — « 
The  article  of  the  demolition  of  Dun¬ 
kirk  has  never  yet  been  performed-— 
it  is  now  infilled  on  as  a  preliminary  ar¬ 
ticle  to  the  prefent  peace — -That  it  be  de¬ 
molished  according  to  the  letter,  the  fpi- 
rit,  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  that 
treaty — that  is  to  fay,  the  citadel — -the 
liar  hour — all  the  ramparts  and  fortifica¬ 
tions  totally — finally  and  completely  be 
deuroyed  and  entirely  to  be  demolifhed  ; 
anJ,  to  prevent  any  further  difputes  or 

remaining: 

o 


remaining  altercations  about  it,  I  mull 
add  one  new  claufe,  viz.  That  this  de¬ 
molition  be  begun  in  thirty  days  after  the 
ratification  of  this  treaty,  and  fuch  a 
number  of  hands  be  employed  in  it  as 
will  finifh  and  complete  it  in  three  months 
from  the  time  it  is  fo  begun ;  and  alfo, 
that  his  Britannic  majefly  be  permitted  to 
fend  two  engineers  to  be  fatisfied  the  de¬ 
molition  is  quite  perfedt  and  complete, 

agreeable  to  the  Utrecht  treaty. - -The 

lituaiion  and  vicinity  of  this  place  to  the 
entrance  of  the  port  of  London  renders 
it  of  great  confequence  to  the  Britifh 
nation;  and,  unlefs  this  preliminary  article 
be  granted  in  the  manner  here  defcribed, 
the  prefent  congrefs  at  once  ceafes  to  exift. 

■ — I  can  go  no  farther. 

But  I  have  fo  good  an  opinion  of  the 
honour,  equity,  and  juflice  of  his  moll 
Chriflian  majelfy,  that  I  dare  fay  he  will 
chearfully  grant  it,  as  he  mud:  fee  he 
Bands  bound  to  fulfil  it  by  all  the  laws  of 
heaven  and  earth : — On  this  fuppofition  I 
beg  leave  to  proceed  to  the  prefent  war. 

I  told  you  at  firft  fetting  out.  That 
there  is  a  real  and  effential  difference  in 
our  carrying  on  this  treaty  from  that  of 
any  former  ;  and  there  is  another  point 
in  which  it  ought  to  differ  from  many 
preceding  ones.- — In  fome  former  treaties 

between 
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between  England  and  France,  they  liave 
been  conduced  in  a  loofe  and  curfory  man¬ 
ner  j  pointshave  not  been  fufficiently  clear¬ 
ed  up — things  have  been  fkimmed  over  in 
a  fuperficial,  hurry-fcurry  method — but 
in  the  prefent  treaty  every  thing  fhall  be 
made  plain  and  clear,  and  quite  intelligi¬ 
ble  to  all  the  contracting  parties— as  on 
our  tide  it  is  intended  this  peace  fhall  be 
permanent  and  durable,  and  continue  and 
remain  fo  for  a  couple  of  centuries  at 
lead — which  would  he  much  more  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  happinefs  and  benefit  of 
both  nations,  than  every  three  or  four 
years  to  be  wafting  the  blood  and  trea- 
lure  of  their  honeft  inoffenfive  fubjedts 
by  wholefale. 

But  to  defcend  to  particulars ;  the  fate 
of  war  is  very  precarious  and  uncertain, 
as  it  will  depend  on  a  variety  of  imfore- 
feen  accidents  and  calualties.— By  this  fate 
and  determination  of  war  that  valuable  and 
very  important  ifland  of  Minorca,  in  the 
Mediterraneanfea,is  fallen  into  your  hands: 
— This  we  give  up — and  do  hereby  re- 
nounce  all  claim,  right,  and  title  to  it 
henceforward  and  for  evermore,  and  do 
confent  you  fhall  annex  it  to  the  crown 
of  France  how,  and  in  what  manner,  you 
pleafe — and  we  do  hereby  engage  for 
ourfclves  and  fuccefibrs,  that  it  fhall  he 

adjudged 
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adjudged  and  deemed  to  belong  and  ap¬ 
pertain  to  the  crown  of  France,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  it  was  actually  joined 
to  the  main-land  or  continent  of  France. 

Now,  Sir,  by  a  parity  of  realbn,  we 
expe£t  to  hold  and  remain  for  ever  in 
poffeffion  of  the  whole  and  every  part  of 
thofe  acquifitions  the  fate  and  determina¬ 
tion  of  war  has  thrown  into  our  hands— 
that  is  to  fay,  that  fmall  ifiand  of  Gua- 
daloupe,  together  with  thofe  other  con- 
quefts  and  lettlements  we  have  made  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  all  the  different 
parts  of  America,  with  the  fundi y  coun¬ 
tries,  rivers,  and  lakes  that  have  ever  been 
deemed  to  belong  or  any  wife  to  apper¬ 
tain  thereunto,  to  be  affigned  over  to  us 
in  the  fame  form  and  manner  as  we  have 
conveyed  the  ifiand  of  Minorca  to  you-— 
that  is  to  fay,  they  are  to  be  hencefor¬ 
ward  adjudged,  deemed,  allowed  to  belong 
and  appertain  to  the  crown  of  England 
for  evermore. 

And’  moreover,  provided  it  fhouid  ap¬ 
pear  we  have  made,  or  hereafter  make, 
any  conqueft  from  the  French  in  the 
Eaft- Indies,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  that  alfo  final  1  be  deemed,  in  like 
manner,  to  belong  to,  and  ever  held  by  the 
crown  of  England  ;  provided  only  all 
fuch  conquefts  be  fo  made  before  the 

figning, 
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fignmg  fealing,  and  ratification  of  this 
ieaty  by  the  French  and  Engliffi  mo. 

Xr  tlf  am]’  fll°Lrd  any  conclueft  be  made 
.  te.  this  peace  is  fo  ratified  and  confirmed 

then,  and  in  that  cafe,  it  fhall  be  inftantfo 

reifoied  and  returned  back  to  its  former 

poileffors  :  This  claufe  to  be  mutuSly 

binding  and  obligatory  to  both  the  con- 

tiaaing  parties,  to  prevent  after  difficulty 

and  deputes.  7 


To  thefe  conditions  you  can  raife  no 
pofiiblc  objection,  as  they  are  perfectly 
confident  with  all  the  laws  of  honour 
equity  and  mutual  judice.— Thofe  coni 
queds  have  been  obtained  at  an  amazino- 
expence  of  blood  and  treafure  of  the  Enl 
ghdi  nation — the  expence  in  money  has 
been  fo  great  as  even  to  exceed  almod 
all  conception  or  imagination  :  Former 
ages  would  never  have  believed  this  little 
ifland  could  have  fupported  under  it _ - 

and  future  ages  will  dare  at  it  with  won¬ 
der  and  furprize, 

J  now  come  to  offer  two  fhort  reafons 
why,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  becomes 
abfolutely  impofiible  lor  us  to  reilore  any 
pait  of  thoie  new  acquisitions  we  have 
already  made.— Firft,  Take  and  hold  is 
become  the  general  and  united  cry  and 
voice  ot  all  the  people  in  England — they 
•  lave  pa i  ted  with  their  money  m  greater 

fums. 
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futrxs,  and  with  a  degree  of  chearfulnefs 
hitherto  unknown  ;  all  the  fatisfkxftion 
they  exped,  and  all  tire  return  they  de- 
iire,  is  an  extenhon  of  their  trade,  and 
enlargement  of  their  commerce  by  thqfe 
new  acquifitions. — And  on  this  they  rely 
and  depend  from  the  known  honour, 

equity,  and  gratitude  of  their  govern¬ 
ment. 

Secondly,  I  apprehend  the  whole,  or 
the  greateft  part  of  that  country  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Canada — is  now 
in  our  poffeffion  :  You  will  reply,  We 
mull  give  up  Canada  and  keep  all  the 
reft. — This  alio  is  impoffible  quite — for 
the  giving  up  Canada  would,  in  effedl, 
be  giving  up  all  the  reft  : — For  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  Canada  to  the  other  places  would, 
on  any  new  rupture  with  France,  enable 
them  at  once  to  conquer  and  recover  ail 

the  other  fettlements. - Should  you  fay 

we  mull  defend  them  by  forts,  garrifons, 
and  guards. — Confider,  Sir,  it  is  at  a  vaft 
diftance  from  its  mother  country,  and 
how  remote  it  lies  from  the  fea-lide ; 
the  expence  of  erecting  forts,  and  keep¬ 
ing  guards  and  garrifons  at  fo  great  a 
diftance  from  England  would  foon  appear 
to  be  iqfupportable  : — Belides,  it  would 
be  only  a  chimerical  and  imaginary  fe- 
curity — if  Canada  was  reftored  to  the 

D  French 
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French— whereas,  by  keeping  Canada,  all 
is  rendered  fafe  and  fecure  at  once. 

There  is  even  yet  another  point  of  great 
importance,  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
our  nation  muft  be  regarded.- — Were  we 
to  give  up  any  part  of  our  new  acqui- 
fitions,  all  Europe  would  laugh  at  us,  and 
tell  us  we  have  been  expending  the  blood 
and  treafure  of  our  brave  people  for  no¬ 
thing. — — Thus,  Sir,  I  perfuade  myfelf 
you  ftand  convinced  of  the  impoffibility 
we  are  really  under  of  reftoring  back  any 
part  of  our  acquifirions  to  France. 

Probably  you  will  reply,  It  would  be 
right  to  fix  and  afeertain  the  refpedlive  li¬ 
mits  and  boundaries  of  thofe  new  acquis¬ 
itions,  both  in  Africa  and  America,  to  pre¬ 
vent  after  difputesand  altercations. — What 
we  mean  by  keeping  thofe  refpective  ac- 
quiiitions  is  not  the  bare  Ample  land  on 
which  thofe  towns,  cities,  and  forts  ftand 
which  we  have  taken,  but  all  the  countries, 
rivers,  and  lakes  that  have  hitherto  been 
deemed  to  belong,  or  in  any  wife  to  ap¬ 
pertain  thereunto ;  had  we  fome  good 
maps,  we  could  do  it  dire&ly — but  this 
point,  I  think,  would  be  beft  to  be  left 
to  comm  diaries  to  be  chofen  by  each 
fide,  as  they  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
a  better  knowledge  of  the  fituation  and 
extent  of  thgfe.  countries,  and  the  parti- 
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cular  rivers  and  lakes,  than  either  of  us 
can  pretend  to  : — We  may  fix  the  place, 
and  afcertain  the  time  of  ' their  meeting, 
and  mutually  agree  that  thofe  commif- 
faries  fhall  finilh  and  conclude  all  in  thirty 
or  forty  days  after  they  be  fo  met,  and  not 
delay  it  for  two,  or  three,  or  four  years, 
as  has  been  formerly  the  cafe,  and  put 
their  refpedtive  nations  to  a  great  and  un- 
neceflary  expence. 

I  now  come  to  another  topic  of  a  very 
different  nature,  and  is  chiefly  intended 
to  cement  that  lading  friendthip  we  now 
propofe  for  ever  to  eftablilh  between  the 
two  nations. 

Our  fuperiority  at  fea  has  been,  during 
this  war,  afferted  and  maintained  in  a 
manner  more  confpicuous  and  apparent 
than  in  any  former  period  of  time  : — 
Therefore,  for  the  future,  when  any  of 
his  mofl  Chriftian  majefty’s  f it  ins  of  war 
fliall  meet  or  pals  by  any  of  his  Britannic 
majefty’s  fhips  of  war — the  French  fhips 
fliall  always  ftrike  their  flag,  and  pay 
them  the  ancient  and  ufual  compliment, 
as  an  acknowledgment  of  their  fuperio¬ 
rity  on  that  element— and,  in  cafe  of  re- 
fufal,  the  Englilh  fliall  be  permitted  to 
fire  on  them,  and  oblige  them  to  it  by 
force — and  that  Inch  a  conduct  fhall  be 

I)  2  deemed 
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^  ^  P"Ce'  * 

Frlr/i^i  ln  r^°ft  forrner  treaties  the 
Enghlh,  through  an  excels  of  complai- 

fance,  have  confented  they  fhould  be  drawn 

in  the  French  language:— Now  the  tables 

oug.u  to  be  turned— and  with  the  utmoft 

EngHftT^  JUftlCe  WC  t0  have  11  in 

•  1  ,hfe.  no,w>  Sir,  quite  finilhed  and 
concluded  what  I  have  to  fay  relating  to 

p  he  between  England  and 

foncern  T  ^  Chief  Points  that 

concern  you  and  me— and  I  hope  all  J 

to  be  fa7iraiKed’  muft  aPPea‘‘  to  you 

m(l ^Perfedly  equitable,  candid,  and 
jult.  I  am  only  aware  of  but  one  ob- 

iera‘0n,{°rU  Po^ly  raife  :-Probably 

ti  n  nf  ^  Pnor  to  any  declara- 

un  of  war,  his  Britannic  majedy’s  Ihips 

La,great.nUmber  °P  French  drips, 

nrw A  f  I?  int°  P°rt’  and  made  lawPul 

Trd  n  r'CmV  \°  tJle  very  great  lofs 
and  prejudice  of  his  fubjeds  5  and,  this 

J",g  ^  antecedent  to  any  declaration 
of  war,  all  thole  captures  were  illegal,  and, 

fatisIS  for  theimXPea  ^  “dftU 
fllJ°  this  1  "Ply,  That  this  point  has 

i pfZ  eufaT  thC  attention  of  mod 
•  nf  durable  lawyers  and  heft  civilians  in 

all 
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all  Europe,  and  they  all  agree,  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ancient  laws  of  reprizal 
obferved  and  fettled  amongd  all  civilized 
nations,  the  legality  of  thole  captures  is 
plain,  clear,  and  indubitable  : — -The 
French,  without  any  provocation,  conti¬ 
nued  for  a  long  time  to  make  many  and 
repeated  incroachments  upon  our  lands 
and  fettlements  in  America,  in  a  moft 
vioient  and  hodile  manner,  and  in  a  time 

of  the  moft  profound  peace. - The 

lands  on  which  thofe  incroachments  were 
tnen  made,  were  not  of  a  doubtful  or  dif- 
putable  tenure ;  but  on  lands  and  fettle¬ 
ments  that  for  time  immemorial  had  been, 
by  all  the  world,  deemed  and  adjudged 
to  beJong  to  the  Englilh. - It  was  im¬ 

polite  for  his  Britannic  majefty  (ever  at¬ 
tentive  to  the  fafety  and  fecurity  of  the 
lives  and  properties  of  his  fubjeds)  to  re¬ 
main  an  idle  fpedator. - How  does  he 

act .  He  makes  many  and  repeated  ap¬ 
plications  to  the  court  of  France,  but  not 
lead  redrefs  or  relief  could  be  obtain- 
ed  j  and  finding  no  fatisfadion  could  be 
na  .  in  a  fuendly  amicable  manner,  he  at 
la  it  ordered  reprizals  to  be  made  at  fea, 
it  being  not  in  his  power  fo  well  to  effed 
it  on  the  continent  of  America.— Accord¬ 
ingly  many  Ihms  were  taken  and  brought 
Jiuo  our  ports  But  this  was  not  done 

with 
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with  a  defign  to  kindle  the  flames  of  an¬ 
other  war,  but  only  to  prevent  it — in 
hopes  that  by  this  proceedure  his  moffc 
Chriftian  majefty  would  be  induced  to 
make  fatisfadtion  for  the  great  and  real 
injuries  done  to  his  fubjedts  in  America  ; 
upon  which  fatisfadtion  all  the  reprizals 
taken  would  have  been  inflantly  again  re- 
llored — and  for  that  purpofe  the  fhips  and 
cargoes  were  fecured,  the  hatches  locked 
down  and  properly  guarded,  to  prevent 
any  kind  of  embezzlement ;  and  in  this 
condition  they  remained  many  of  them  fix, 
nine,  and  twelve  months — but  at  laft, 
finding  the  French  court  averfe  to  all  ami¬ 
cable  accommodations,  and  war  being 
openly  declared  on  both  fides — thofe  fhips 
and  cargoes  were  condemned  as  legal 
prizes. — But,  on  examining  the  refpec- 
tive  cargoes,  the  far  greater  part  appeared 
to  confift  of  fifh  caught  by  the  French  at 
or  near  our  fettlements  in  Newfound¬ 
land  ;  which  commodity  being  of  a  pe- 
rifhable  nature,  their  cargoes  were  quite 
rotten,  and  we  were  at  the  expence  of 
unloading  this  fifh,  and  carrying  it  out  at 
fea  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  there 
throw  it  overboard — It  w'as  fo  perifhed 
and  rotten  we  were  afraid  to  bury  it  on 
the  fea-fhore,  fearing  it  might  have 
brought  l'ome  evil  malady  or  didemper  on 

our 
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our  people,  it  was  in  fuch  a  flanking  con¬ 
dition  ;  this  was  the  cafe  of  fixty  or  fe- 
venty  cargoes  at  leafl — and  thereby  the 
advantage  arifing  to  England  was  reduced 
to  a  trifling  and  inconfiderable  fum. 

As  a  private  man,  I  have  had  large 
tranfadtions  with  your  lawyers  at  Bor¬ 
deaux — St.  Malo’s,  and  Havre  de  Grace, 
and  very  well  know  you  have  many 
lawyers  and  civilians  in  France — Men 
that  are  of  great  eminence  and  learning 
in  their  refpedtive  profeflions,  men  that 
are  well  acquainted  with  the  civil  law, 
and  all  thole  municipal  laws  that  fubfift  be¬ 
tween  nation  and  nation  ;  and,  if  you  con- 
fult  fome  of  thofe  gentlemen  that  are  the 
moft  eminent  in  their  profeffion  at  Parrs, 
Bordeaux,  and  Marfeilies,  you  will  And 
they  will  unite  and  agree  that  thofe  cap¬ 
tures,  though  made  antecedent  to  any 
declaration  of  war,  are  perfectly  equita¬ 
ble  and  legal,  agreeable  to  all  the  laws  of 
reprizal  that  have  hitherto  fublilled,  from 
time  immemorial,  amongfl  all  civilized 
nations,  and  confequently  no  demand  can 
be  legally  made — nor  no  fatisfadlion  ever 
will  be  granted  on  this  account. 

I  have  been  the  longer  on  this  head, 
being  extremely  deflrous  to  convince  the 
court  of  France,  and  all  the  powers  of 
Europe,  that  all  the  reiolves  and  determi¬ 
nations 
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nations  of  Ins  Bntannic  majefty  are  fixed 
on  the  eternal  principles  of  mutual  juftice 
and  equity — perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
reafon  and  nature  of  things,  and  the  mu¬ 
nicipal  laws  of  all  nations. 

I  muft  confefs,  when  I  fir  ft  heard  of 
thofe  captures,  1  was  a  good  deal  difturbed 
in  my  own  mind  about  the  legality  of 
of  them;  but  on  confulting  Grotius,  who, 
I  think,  may  be  ftiled  the  father  of  all 
the  civilians  in  Europe,  I  loon  became 
quite  and  entirely  fatisfied  on  that  head. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  finally  ended  and  con¬ 
cluded  every  thing  that  relates  to  the  pre- 
fent  difputes  between  us  and  France. 

I  now  come  to  confider  the  ftate  and 
condition  of  our  allies,  in  which  I  fihall 
be  very  brief,  this  being  a  lecondary  con- 
lideration. 

The  brave  and  magnaminious  king  of 
Pruffia  is  our  foie  and  only  ally: — And 
if  I  underhand  my  inftrudtions  aright — 
he  is  to  be  made  quite  eafy  and  content, 
and,  unlefs  this  is  done,  nothing  can  be 
concluded  on  between  us--every  thing  muft 
flop  and  remain  in  the  condition  it  now 
is  : — And  here  pleafe  to  take  notice — that 
how — or  in  what  manner  he  is  to  be 
made  eafy,  does  not  at  all  fall  under  our 
confideration — that  is  his  bu finds  : — He 
has  two  notable  women  to  contend  with— 

the 
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the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  and  the  queen  of 
Hungary. — Let  them  battle  it  out  here  be¬ 
tween  their  own  refpedtive  ambafladors, 
in  the  bed;  manner  they  can — the  only 
prudent  and  politic  part  for  us — will  be, 
that,  as  thofe  two  ladies  are  your  allies, 
you  will  endeavour  conftantly  to  exert 
your  utmoft:  influence  and  power  with 
their  ambafiadors  to  make  fuch  concef- 
lions,  and  to  give  fuch  future  fecurity  as 
his  Pruffian  majefty  may  claim,  and  by 
every  poffible  method  to  infpire  their  minds 
with  the  higheft  fentiments  of  peace,  ami¬ 
ty,  and  friendfhip,  thereby  to  prevent  the 
effufion  of  any  more  Chriftian  blood — 
which  mud  be  highly  offenlive  to  God, 
and  bring  infinite  fcandal  on  the  Chriftian 

religion. - And,  in  my  turn  I  promife 

you,  with  the  utmoft;  folemnity,  that  I 
will  continually  exert  my  utmoft:  power 
and  influence,  and  make  ufe  of  all  the 
methods  of  reafon  and  perfuafion  I  am 
capable  of,  to  induce  the  ambaftador  of 
his  Pruffian  majefty  not  to  be  too  rigo¬ 
rous  in  his  claims  or  demands,  but  let  all 
be  regulated  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  that 
honour,  equity,  andjuftice,  that  ought  to 
fubfift  amongfl  princes ;  and  if  reafonable 
terms  can  be  obtained,  and  tolerable  fecu- 
rity  for  his  mailer’s  future  fafety,  to  ac¬ 
cept  it  at  once. — By  fuch  a  mutual  and 

E  friendly 
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friendly  procedure  on  our  parts,  I  dare 
lay  this  grand  and  mighty  difference  may 
be  foon  accommodated. 

Probably,  fome  of  the  leffer  princes 
and  hates  of  Germany  mav  apply 
to  us  for  fatisfadion,  reprelenting  they 
have  buffered  on  both  fides : — Their  coun¬ 
tries  have  been  laid  wafte — filled  with  ra¬ 
vage  and  defolation — their  lubjeds  un¬ 
mercifully  plundered  and  impoverifhed 
by  heavy  and  cruel  contributions,  and 
thereby  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  poverty, 
beggary,  and  diftrefs. — Their  cafe,  I  will 
grant,  is  deplorably  fad  indeed,  and  we 
fhould  attend  to  their  complaints  with 
great  lenity  and  moderation — but  inter 
nos — this  is  a  point  that  does  not  fall  un¬ 
der  our  confideration  : — If  the  Germans 
will  be  fuch  fools  as  to  enter  into  civil 
wars,  and  cut  one  another’s  throats — they 
mud  abide  by  the  confequences ;  let  us 
refer  them  to  their  own  Diet  at  Ratifbon. 
— For  obferve,  if  we  once  accommodate 
the  affair  between  his  Prufiian  majefty 
and  the  two  queens — all  the  other  little 
bickerings  and  differences  mull:  end  and 
fubfide  at  once. 

]  have  only  one  point  more  to  advance: 
If  this  peace  is  effected,  it  mart  be  gua¬ 
rantied  by  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  the 
queen  of  Hungary,  and  his  Pruffian  ma- 
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jefty — this  muft  be  in  filled  on,  as  it  is 
the  ufual  practice. — Bat  I  would  not  have 
you  imagine  we  depend  on  any  great  fe- 
curity  on  this  guaranty— no.  Sir — we  re¬ 
ly  on  our  own  real  ftrength  for  our  fafety 

and  fecurity  only. - There  is  a  real  and 

inherent  ftrength  in  the  Britifh  nation, 
when  honeftly  exerted,  as  it  now  is — 
fufficient  to  enforce  the  obfervation  of  any 
treaty  with  any  power. — I  only  mention 
this  guaranty,  in  conformity  to  the  com¬ 
mon  practice  of  Europe. 

Late  experience  has  taught  all  Europe, 
that  guaranties  of  moft  princes  are  but 
nominal  and  not  real  things. 

The  pragmatic  fandtion  was  drawn  in 
a  very  folemn  manner,  and  in  language 
the  moft  forcible  and  fignificant,  ratified 
and  confirmed,  with  great  deliberation,  by 
almoft  all  the  different  powers  of  Europe. 

On  the  2oth  of  October,  1740,  the 
emperor  Charles  the  Sixth  died  :  The 
breath  was  no  fooner  out  of  his  body, 
but  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  princes, 
notwith handing  they  had  fo  lately  and  fo- 
lernnly  figned  and  ratified  this  inftrument, 
publicly  declared  to  all  the  world  they 
would  tear  it  in  pieces,  and,  by  violence 
and  blood-fhed,  ravage  and  delolation, 
endeavoured  to  effect  it  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  power,  and  would  have  fucceeded— • 
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if  the  imperial  diadem  had  not  been  fixed 
and  fettled  on  the  prefent  emprefs,  by  the 
ffieei  torce  alone  of  Britilh  money. 

On  the  firft  of  June,  1742 — at  the 
tieaty  of  Breflau,  his  Britannic  majefty 
guarantied  the  provinces  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Silefia  to  his  Pruffian  majefty — 
and  at  the  general  treaty  in  1748,  at  Aix 
la  Chapelie,  it  was  again  guarantied  to 
him  by  all  the  belligerant  powers,  with 
great  folemnity  ;  yet  you  fee  it  has  been 
moft  infamoufiy  broken,  and  not  at  all 
regarded. — It  is  a  pleafure  for  an  English¬ 
man  to  refled,  that  his  Prince  has  ob- 
ferved  both  thefe  guaranties,  it  being  his 
invariable  maxim  and  rule  of  condud 
to  adhere  to  the  eternal  laws  of  truth  and 
juftice  •,  and  this,  Sir,  will  be  always 
found  to  be  beft-— the  wife  ft:  and  moft 

folia  fyftem  of  policy. - 1  am  very  fen<- 

tible  the  French  nation  has  produced 
many  men  of  great  and  eminent  abilities : 
— But,  of  all  your  politicians,  your  famous 
archbiftiop  of  Cambray  was  moft  certain¬ 
ly  the  beft  and  wifeft — he  writes  a  good 
deal  relating  to  the  condud  of  kings  and 
princes,  and  roundly  afterts,  that  the 
trueft  and  beft  fyftem  of  policy  is  a  con- 
ftrant  adherance  to  all  the  immutable  laws 
of  truth  and  downright  honefty,  as  that, 
by  fuch  a  condud,  a  prince  never  fails  of 
acquiring  the  love  and  confidence  of  his 
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own  fubjects,  and  alfo  of  appearing  in  a 
more  refpedtable  light  and  character  to  all 
the  neighbouring  princes  and  Hates  around 

him  : - But  that  when  princes,  for  the 

fake  of  a  little  temporary  advantage,  will 
violate  the  mod:  folemn  treaties  and  en¬ 
gagements — it  always  arifes  from  igno¬ 
rance  and  a  want  of  underflanding  in 
the  true  political  art  of  government ;  and, 
in  the  long-run,  this  foolifh  and  tricking 
fyftem  will  prove  falfe  and  fallacious,  and 

end  in  fhame  and  confulion. - Yea,  he 

goes  much  farther,  and  fays,  a  period  of 
time  will  come,  when  kings  and  princes 
will  find  themfelves  on  a  level  and  per¬ 
fect  foot  of  equality  with  the  reft  of 
mankind,  and  that  they  were  under  the 
fame  obligations  to  regard  the  laws  of 
morality. — But  this,  you  will  probably 
reply,  is  a  confideration  too  remote  for 

princes. - However,  we  will  expedt 

better  things,  and  hope  a  time  is  now 
come,  when  all  princes  will  refolve  to 
adhere  to  all  moral  obligations  as  well  as 
private  men. 

I  have  now  completely  ended. — I  do 
not  know  the  extent  of  the  power  and 
authority  you  may  be  inverted  with  j  but 
it  they  do  not  reach  fo  far  as  to  permit 
you  to  comply  with  thofe  terms — to-mor¬ 
row  1  will  reduce  it  to  writing,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  put  it  in  language  more  cor- 
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tcct  and  fignificant,  and  you  may  tranf- 
nut  it  immediately  to  your  court. —  ■  X 
Iiope  God,  who  has  the  hearts  of  all 
men  in  his  hand,  will  incline  his  mod 
Chriftian  majefty  to  accept  it — and  I  will 
tranimit  a  copy  of  it  to  England,  where 
I  am  almoft  confident  it  will  be  accepted. 

- - But  you  mu  ft  permit  me  to  be  open 

and  free: — rl  cannot  deviate  a  hair’s- 
bseadth  hom  the  terms  and  conditions 
here  prefcribed  and  afcertained — -I  can 
lubinit  to  no  reftriftions,  limitations,  or 
alterations — no  additions  or  diminutions ; 
every  thing  muft  ftand  as  here  prefcribed, 
according  to  its  true  fenfe  and  meaning; 
and  in  ten  or  fourteen  days  at  fartheft  I 
fhall  expert  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty’s 
final  determination  thereon  : — And,  if  not 
abfolutely  and  ftriclly  complied  with,  I 
muft  return  home  diredtly,  and  this  con- 
grefs  becomes  at  once  concluded,  and 
ceafes  to  exift  a  moment  longer. 

What  I  have  hitherto  advanced  is  in  a 
public  character. — And  here  you  muft 
permit  me,  Sir,  to  expoftulate  a  little 
with  you  as  a  private  man  ;  and  I  now 
addrefs  myfclf  to  you  as  a  private  man 

likewife. - Stippofe  thofe  terms  are  not 

abfolutely  accepted, — the  flames  and  de- 
valuations  of  war  will  be  renewed  with 
double  vigour  from  all  quarters: — And,  as 
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I  love  opennefs  and  freedom,  I  will  tell 
you  plainly  in  what  manner  I  apprehend 
it  will  be  conducted  on  the  part  of  En¬ 
gland  “—Our  navy  is  now  become  much 
more  powerful  and  confiderable  than  it 
has  ever  yet  been,  and  under  a  better  and 
more  judicious  regulation  : — A  fpirit  of 
valour  and  real  courage  in  our  Tailors  and 
foldiers  is  now  become  more  apparent 
and  confpicuous  than  in  any  former  pe¬ 
riod  of  time.— We  propofe  to  block  up 
all  vocr  fea-ports— thofe  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  and  all  thole  from  Dunkirk  to 
Bayonne  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of 
Bifcay,  and  not  to  fuffer  one  fhip  to 
budge  in  or  out.— Your  ports  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  are  few  in  number,  and  lie 
very  contiguous~a  fmall  force  will  be 
fufficient  to  {hut  up  all  thofe  ports  en¬ 
tirely,  whereby  the  eadern  parts  of  France 
will,  in  a  fhort  time,  be  reduced  to  the 
utmoft  poverty,  beggary,  and  diffrefs. — 
From  Dunkirk  to  Bayonne  is  a  long 
trad:  indeed  ;  but  we  have  {Flips  enough 
to  lock  up  all  thofe  ports — and  not  fuf¬ 
fer  a  veffel  to  go  in  or  out By  this 
means  we  {hall,  with  more  cafe  and  ex¬ 
pedition,  weaken,  enervate,  and  demo- 
hfh  the  French  government  than  by  any 
other  means  whatever. — In  France  you 
have  no  mines  of  lilver  or  gold  ;  not  the 
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leaft  acceflion  of  wealth  but  what  is  ac¬ 
quired  by  your  foreign  trade — and  when 
all  the  refources  arifing  from  your  vail 
commerce  are  at  once  cut  off,  and  your 
ports  fhut  up,  your  government  can  exilt 
but  a  very  little  while  : — By  this  method 
we  lhall  weaken  and  diltrefs  your  nation 
infinitely  more  than  by  killing  of  forty  or 
fifty  thoufand  of  your  men  every  year. — . 
We  all  know  you  have  now  from  eigh¬ 
teen  to  twenty  millions  of  people,  and 
confequently  the  killing  forty  or  fifty 
thoufand  men  a  year  does  not  merit  your 
notice  or  regard  in  a  political  fenfe ;  but, 
by  the  method  I  now  mention,  we  fhall 
fo  weaken  and  enervate  your  nation  as 
to  make  the  foundation  of  your  govern¬ 
ment  fhake,  if  not  to  demolifh  it,  and 
throw  every  thing  into  a  date  of  anarchy 
and  confufion. 

All  governments,  all  human  conftitu- 
tions,  have  a  tendency  in  their  own  na¬ 
ture  to  a  ftate  of  mutability  and  change. 

- According  to  all  human  appearance, 

the  government  of  England  was  ne¬ 
ver  on  fo  firm  and  liable  a  foundation  as 
at  this  period. — We  had  never  any  prince 
that  enjoyed  the  united  love  and  affection 
of  his  people  as  the  prefent  does— ne¬ 
ver  any  royal  family  to  whom  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England  was  fo  zealous  and  heartily 
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attached  to  as  the  prelent  : — Yet,  not- 
withstanding  this,  if  the  port  of  London, 
and  all  the  out  ports- of  the  kingdom 
were  to  be  effectually  (hut  up,  fo  as  no 
(hip  could  go  in  or  out  for  the  Ipace  of 
eighteen  months,  our  government  would 
be  diffolved  and  demolilhed,  and  tore  to 
pieces ;  every  thing  muff  fall  into  a  Sate 
of  the  utmoft  anarchy  and  confulion  :  — 
hi  fuch  a  fituation  no  (handing  army,  nor 
riot-aCts,  would  avail  any  thing. — Proba¬ 
bly  you  will  be  furprized  and  ftartled  at 
tnis.—~I  muff  confeis  it  requires  much 
time — a  clofe  attention — long  calculation 
— and  a  clear  knowledge  of  the  internal 
Hate  and  condition  of  the  nation,  and  the 
trade  thereof — and  then  it  would  appear 
to  be  a  neceffary  and  unavoidable  con- 
fequence,  with  a  degree  of  certainty,  as 
finking  and  convincing  as  any  propofition 
in  Euclid  : — But  thanks  be  to  the  eternal 
God  that  all  the  united  powers  upon  earth 
could  not  effeCt  fuch  an  event.- — Now  in 
France  the  cafe  is  the  fame,  or  rather 
worfe,  as  the  number  of  your  inhabitants 
is  much  greater  than  ours : — You  like- 
wile  have  no  mines  of  filver  or  gold — 
we  can  ffiu t  up  all  your  ports,  and  thereby 
at  once  cut  off  all  the  refources  you  have 
from  your  great  Commerce. — And  here. 
Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  could  you  drag  your 
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famous  and  juftly  celebrated  Colbert  out 
of  his  grave  ;  yea,  had  you  now  half  a 
dozen  Colberts,  with  all  their  fine  ftudy 
and  mod:  elaborate  fchemes,  they  would 
not  be  able  to  prevent  your  government 
from  being  fubverted  and  demolifhed  in, 

O  * 

a  reafonable  time,  after  fuch  an  event. — 
This  would  diftrefs  your  government  fifty 
times  more  than  the  killing  of  a  hundred 
thoufand  men  every  year  in  Germany 
could  poffibly  do  ;  for  which,  indubita¬ 
ble  reafons  may  be  afligned. 

We  ftand  indebted  to  France  for  ano¬ 
ther  great  man,  1  mean  the  prefent  Vol¬ 
taire — who  has  ifudied  the  different  poli¬ 
tical  fchemes  of  policy  that  prevail  overall 
Europe,  with  great  attention.— He  often 
fpeaks  of  the  maritime  powers  exclufive 
of  all  others ;  by  which  I  fbppofe  he 
means  tire  Englifh,  French,  Spaniards, 
and  Dutch,  and  he  frequentlyfays,  which¬ 
ever  of  thofe  powers  can  maintain  a  con- 

.  >. 

flant  and  fettled  fuperiority  at  fea,  muft 
unavoidably,  in  the  natural  courfe  and 
refult  of  things,  maintain  alfo  a  fuperiority 
on  land : — And  for  this  opinion  lie  offers 
clear,  plain,  and  indubitable  reafons,  not 
liable  to  be  difputed  or  controverted. 

I  am  an  Englifhman  born.  Sir,  and 
have  a  hearty  attachment  to  my  native 
country — notwithftanding  which,  I  have 

ever 


ever  had  a  great  partiality  and  friendfhip 
for  the  French  nation  : — -I  know  them  to 
be  a  polite  and  humane  people,  inclined 
to  trade,  commerce,  and  great  induftry — - 
Your  merchants  are  extremely  numerous, 
and  a  very  worthy  and  reputable  body  of 
men  they  are. — Thefe  men  and  then- 
families,  antecedent  to  the  laft  war,  were 
always  accuftomed  to  live  in  great  plenty, 
opulence,  and  wealth  ;  but  now  the  tables 
are  turned,  and  they  are  left  to  contend 
with  great  diftrefs,  poverty,  and  want. — 
I  hope  for  their  fakes  your  court  will  in- 
i'antly  put  an  end  to  this  bloody  and  de- 
ftrudfive  war. — In  all  kingdoms  and  na¬ 
tions  upon  earth,  no  fet  of  men  deferves 
fo  much  the  royal  clemency  and  protec¬ 
tion  as  the  merchants  do  : — It  is  by  their 
means  alone  every  acceffion  of  wealth  is 
to  be  acquired  to  the  date. — The  inland 
trade  is  only  a  rotation  of  property  from 
one  man  to  another  :  The  nation  gets  no 
addition  of  power  or  wealth  by  it. — Were 
it  not  for  fear  of  appearing  too  tedious,  I 
would  follicit  greatly  in  behalf  of  your 
merchants,  with  all  the  force  and  power 
of  language  I  am  capable  of. — It  is  really 
confident  with  the  h Theft  degree  of  na- 

o  o 

tional  prudence  and  policy  to  put  an  end 
to  this  war,  were  it  for  their  fakes  alone, 
(they  being  of  fuch  utility  to  the  public) 
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•r"'1  to  extricate  them  out  of  their  prefent 
ruinous  condicion. 

For  God’s  fake.  Sir,  hand  hill  a  mo- 
ment,  take  a  diort  furvey  of  the  French 
nation,  compare  its  prefent  condition  with 
wnat  it  was  but  one  year  antecedent  to 

the  laft  war. - -Your  merchants  and 

traders  then  lived  like  petty  princes _ - 

1.  our  commerce,  both  foreign  and  dome- 
foe,  was  by  far  more  confiderable  and 
exienfive  than  that  of  the  Englifb,  or  any 
other  nation  upon  earth. “How  are  things 
changed  !— an  amazing  revolution  indeed! 
— Was  you  now  to  travel  through  all  the 
great  cities  and  towns  in  France,  efpeci- 
ally  the  lea-ports,  nothing  would  be  feen 
but  the  utmoft  poverty  and  didrefs,  and 
tliG  mod  apparent  marks  or  a  didolving 
government  —  Reded:,  Sir,  on  thofe  feas 
of  blood,  and  that  immenfity  of  treafure 
you  have  expended,  from  time  to  time, 
in  Ge  rmany ;  all  which  is  merely  fighting 
v.  ith  a  phantom,  as  no  addition  of  power 
or  accedion  of  territory  there,  would  be 

of  any  real  benefit  or  advantage  to  your 
kingdom. 

ihe  neceflity  of  an  immediate  peace  is 
on  you'  fide- — not  on  ours — -all  Europe  fees: 
VVe  h  ve  a  fettled  and  fixed  fuperiority  at 
fea. — Our  commerce  is  in  flourishing  cir- 
cum dances— daily  extending— and  better 
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protected  and  fecured  by  our  navy  than  in 
any  former  war.— Beiides,  if  the  terms 
now  propofed  are  not  accepted,  it  will 
be  natural  for  the  Englifh  to  increafe  in 
their  demands,  as  long  as  the  war  conti¬ 
nues. 

It  is  certainly  the  higheft  wifdom  and 
the  wifeft  fyftem  of  policy,  in  his  mod 
Chriftian  majefty,  to  cultivate  the  utmoft 
friendfhip  with  his  Britannic  majefty, 
efpecially  as  in  him  he  may  place  the 
utmoft  truft  and  confidence,  being  certain 
never  to  experience  any  ufage  or  treat¬ 
ment  from  him  but  what  is  quite  confif- 
tent  with  the  eternal  rules  of  mutual 
juftice  and  equity. - Would  it  not  re¬ 

dound  more  to  the  honour  and  glory  of 
your  grand  monarch  to  live  in  amity  and 
friendfhip  with  us — than  every  three  or 
four  years  to  be  facrificing  the  blood  and 
treafure,  the  wealth  and  ftrength,  the 
real  good  and  benefit  of  his  honeft  inof- 
fenftve  fubjedts? — ' There  is  no  real  foun¬ 
dation,  in  the  nature  of  things,  for  any 
war  ever  more  to  fubfift  between  En¬ 
gland  and  France. — All  kinds  of  jealou¬ 
sies  may,  and  ought  to  be  laid  afide.— 
There  is  fea  and  landroom  enough  in 
tne  world  for  both — and  it  would  be 
conducive  to  the  real  good  and  benefit 
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of  both — to  cultivate  a  mutual  and  lading 
amity  and  friend  (hip. — This  would  be 
the  belt .  and  wifeit  lyftem  of  policy  for 
both  nations. 

As  you  are  a  Frenchman,  I  know  you 
mull  love  your  native  country,  as  it  is 
natural  for  all  men  to  do-^-and,  as  you 
have  free  accefs  to  your  king,  you  cannot 
by  any  way  or  method  fo  well  teftify  your 
lincere  regard  to  your  country,  as  by  en¬ 
deavouring,  on  all  proper  occalions,  to 
imprefs  the  mind  of  your  king  and  his 
minifters  with  thofe  generous  pacific  fen- 
timents,  as  you  mull  know  in  your  own 
confcience  they  will  greatly  conduce  to 
the  honour  and  glory  of  your  king,  and 
to  the  real  happinefs  and  welfare  of  all 

his  fubjects,- - 1  will  detain  you  no 

longer,  and  hope  you  will  excufe  the 
length  and  freedom  of  this  lpeech,  which 
1  moll  folemnly  proteft  is  intended  for 
the  good  and  benefit  of  your  nation  as 
well  as  my  own. 

Now  my  lord,  I  have  quite  finifhed. 
I  told  you  in  the  beginning  I  would  not 
prefume  to  offer  you  my  advice  : — I 
have  only  hinted  to  you  what  method  I 
would  purfue,  was  1  in  your  place. — \  ou 
are  at  full  liberty  to  give  it  what  recep¬ 
tion  you  pleafe. 
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Should  it  meet  with  your  approbation — 

I  know  vou  are  a  mafter  of  all  the  arts  of 
«✓ 

pe dilation,  and  the  methods  of  addrefs — 
and  that  you  are  capable  of  putting  this 
into  language  more  correct,  more  forci¬ 
ble,  and  lignificant, — I  wifii  you  the 
delired  fuccefs,  that  thereby  you  may  pro¬ 
mote  the  happinefs  of  your  country,  and 
acquire  to  yourfelf  a  large  (hare  of  that 
honour  and  renown  that  will  attend  all 
thofe  who  worthily  difcharge  public  truft. 
- — I  remain,  with  the  molt  profound  re- 
fpedt, 

My  Lord 5 


London^Oct,  23,  Tour  Lordjhitf  s  moft  obedient; 


and  very  humble  Servant, 


An  Englishman, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


^  |  '  H  E  preceding  fcribble  was  com- 
J[  pleatiy  finifhed,  on  the  day  it  bears 
date — being  two  days  before  his  late  ma¬ 
jesty's  death ;  little  thinking,  at  that  time, 
his  important  life  was  fo  near  at  an  end. — 
When  the  news  firft  reached  me,  I  was 
in  the  country,  at  a  distance  from  Lon¬ 
don,  and  my  affairs  would  not  permit 
me  conveniently  to  return — fo  was  obliged 
to  let  the  printer  go  on  as  it  then  hood. 

I  hope,  and  truft  in  God,  his  fucceffor 
will  turn  out  as  honeft  a  man  as  his  grand¬ 
father. — That  French  politician,  the  arch¬ 
bishop  of  Cambray,  already  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  trabt,  is  certainly  in  the 
right,  in  affirming,  that  no  character  is 
fo  worthy  the  purfuit  of  any  prince,  as 

that  of  an  honeft  man - as  thereby  he 

will  always  fecure  the  love  and  confidence 
of  his  own  fubjefts — -as  well  as  appear  in 
a  mod  refpeftable  light  to  all  princes  and 
Slates  around  him,  and  that  this  fyftem 
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of  policy  will  always  be  found  the  bed’ 
ihe  mod  durable  and  permanent. 

What  is  the  reafon  his  late  majedy  ob¬ 
tained  the  hearts,  the  affections,  and  purfes 
of  his  people,  more  than  any  former  mo¬ 
narch  had  ever  done  ? — It  was  only  from  a 
general  opinion,  prevailing  amongd  all 
ranks  and  degrees  of  our  people,  that  he 
was  a  downright  honed  man. 

I  could  mention  a  very  great  man,  in 
our  own  country,  in  the  very  fame  fenti- 
ment ;  I  mean  the  late  Mr.  Pope,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  to  whom  God,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  providence — (for  reafons  unknown  to 
us)  had  given  a  certain  reach  and  depth 
of  knowledge,  and  an  extent  of  capacity 
and  underdanding  fuperior  to  mod  other 
men.  A  little  before  his  death,  he  told 
fome  of  his  friends  (and  all  the  world 
knows  his  friends  were  fome  of  the 
greated  genius’s  of  the  age)  that  he  had 
lately  employed  himfelf,  with  great  at¬ 
tention,  in  drawing  the  real  charader  of 
his  prefent  majedy,  George  the  Second  : 

- — His  friends  were  very  follicitous  to  have 
a  fight  of  it — but  he  put  them  off,  under 
a  pretence  that  it  was  not  quite  finifhed: — 
They  afterwards  renewed  their  requed,  at 
different  times,  but  were  put  off  under 
the  fame  pretence. — At  lad,  they  inlided 
upon  a  fight  of  it,  with  fome  degree  of 

G  warmth 


/ 


(  42  ) 

warmth — Pope  then  went  to  his  clofet, 
and  brought  down  a  bit  of  paper,  no 
longer  than  his  little  finger — and  told  the 
company  it  was  all  comprized  in  that  fcrip: 
— They  were  aftonifhed,  and  began  to 
rally  him  with  fome  feverity — faying,  they 
expeded  a  charader  at  full  length,  drawn 
at  lead:  on  a  whole  fheet  of  paper,  and 
in  a  pompous  and  exalted  ftile;  and  fure- 
ly  it  could  not  be  contained  in  that  little 
fcrip. — Pope  threw  it  on  the  table,  and 
there  appeared  only  wrote  on  it — He  is  an 
honeft  man,  and  no  hypocrite — faying, 
this  I  take  to  be  his  real  charader,.  and  it 
is  the  mod  noble  and  exalted  one  that  any 
prince  can  attain  to,  upon  earth  ;  and,  in 
all  kingdoms  and  nations  in  the  world, 
will  in  the  long-run  be  found  the  beft, 
the  wifeft,  and  moft  folid  lyftem  of  poli¬ 
cy  that  can  be  purfued  by  any  prince. — 
Pope  alfo  faid,  he  compleated  it  at  firft 
on  a  whole  fheet  of  paper,  as  they  ex- 
aeded,  and  in  a  ftile  lofty  and  pompous  ; 
Dut,  on  the  fecond  perufal,  he  did  not  like 
it  himfelf,  and  tore  it  in  pieces — from  an 
opinion,  that  what  he  had  wrote  on  that 
little  fcrip,  was  vaftly  more  noble  and 
grand,  and  the  higheft  charader  any  prince 

can  acquire. - This  feems  to  have  been 

Pope’s  deliberate  opinion,  for,  at  the  time 
he  wrote  his  admirable  trad,  intitled. 
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An  Eflay  on  Man,  he  has  home  very 
ftriking  fentiments,  to  this  purpofe;  in 
one  place  he  cries  out, 

A  wit’s  a  feather,  and  a  chief  a  rod  ; 

An  honeft  man’s  the  nobleft  work  of  God. 

I  hope  our  future  hiftorians  will  do 
juftice  to  the  character  of  this  honed; 
prince,  George  the  Second. 

.  .  Ele  provided  for  the  lading  fecurity  of 
his  country  againft  all  foreign  invafions, 
thereby  to  perpetuate  the  bleffings  of  lil 

berty  and  independency  to  a  people  brave 
and  free. 

In  his  reign,  a  freedom  of  thought,  a 
libei  ty  of  fpeech  and  the  prefs,  which  is 
founded  in  the  very  effence  of  our  confti- 
tution,  prevailed  even  to  the  mod:  exten- 
five  degree,  and  thereby  greatly  contri¬ 
buted  to  that  peace  and  harmony  amongft 
ourfelves,  which  alone  can  preferve  and 
perpetuate  the  duration  of  our  happy  con- 
ftitution. 

He  never  once  attempted  any  thing  in 
prejudice  of  our  known  and  eftablidied 
laws  -nor  never  made  the  leaft  incroach- 
ment  on  our  rights  and  liberties — for  it  is 
always  to  he  confidered,  that  in  England 
we  do  not  owe  our  liberty  to  the  concef- 
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Uons  ox  our  kings — here  the  people  are 
born  free,  that  is,  they  are  naturally  and 
inherently  free.  '  * 

They  are  governed  it  is  true,  and  to 
which  tney  willingly  and  chearfully  fub- 
mit  -becaufe  they  are  governed  by  laws 
founded  on  the  eternal  principle  of  mu¬ 
tual  juftice,  all  admirably  calculated  and 
adapted  to  the  good  and  fafety  of  the 
whole  community. 

Formerly  we  had  kings  who  had  a  no¬ 
tion  in  their  heads,  that  millions,  yea  ma¬ 
ny  millions  of  people,  were  born  into  the 
world,  merely  for  their  own  foie  ufe  and 
pleafure — but,  of  all  the  wild  and  extrava¬ 
gant  opinions  that  ever  entered  into  the 
heads  or  hearts  of  men,  this  is  certainly 
mofe  abfurd,  impious,  and  deteftable. 

Our  late  molt  gracious  fovereign  well 
and  judicioully  knew,  that  the  foie  end 
and  defign  of  all  government  is  the  real 
good  and  happinefs  of  the  whole  com¬ 
munity. 

fie  looked  on  his  fubjedts  under  the 
amiable  and  endearing  charadter  of  his 
children,  and  himfelf  as  their  father  and 
protector. 

May  the  great  and  eternal  God,  by 
whom  all  kings  reign,  and  princes  decree 
judgment — uTure  the  hearts  and  heads  of 


his 


V 


(45  ) 

his  prefent,  and  all  future  fucceflors  j  that 
they  may  fteadily  adhere  to  the  fame  ho- 
neft  principle,  and  thereby  add  to  the 
firmnefs  and  ftability  of  the  crown  and 
dignity  of  thefe  realms,  in  their  family, 
as  long  as  fun  and  moon  endure. 
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BOOKS  publifiied,  at  different  times,  bv  the 

lame  author. 

LETTER  to  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt, 
l  I  fq;  on  his  being  a  iecond  time  advanced 
to  the  minjRerial  office  and  dignity-— the  fecond 
edition,  price  is.  6d.  publifhed  in  the  year  1758. 

A.  letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Efq* 
wherein  the  utility  and  neceffity  of  a  well  regu¬ 
lated  militia,  during  the  drench  war,  is  clearly 
demonftrated,  and  all  objections  to  it  fairly 
Rated,  and  fully  refuted  ;  publifiied  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1759,  on  the  opening  the  then  feffion  of 
parliament,  price  is. 


A  letter  to  the  right  honourable  Sir  Thomas  Chitty 
Knight,  Lord  Mayor  of  London.  Shewing  the 
true  caufes  and  reafon  why  fo  fmall  a  number  of 
men  have  accepted  of  the  great  and  extraordinary 
encouragement  of  the  late  Guildhall  fubfeription ; 
and  pointing  out  a  certain  and  moR  effectual 
method,  whereby  our  government  may,  at  all 
times  procure  a  fufficient  number  of  Men  to  fight 
our  battles  both  by  fea  andland,  without  any  com- 
pul  five  methods,  or  advance  money,  and  without 
diRreiling  our  manufactures,  or  at  all  hindering 
the  cultivation  of  our  lands.  Publifiied  in  the 
month  of  May  laR,  price  2  Rollings  and  6  pence. 

A  letter  to  the  honourable  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
of  trade  and  plantations  5  wherein  the  grand  con¬ 
cern  of  trade  is  alTerted  and  maintained,  with  an 
attempt  to  prove  that  our  nobility,  gentry  md 
Clergy  are  more  nearly  concerned  in  trade,  in  its 
fuccefs  and.confequences,  than  even  the  merchant 
or  trader  himfelf.  —  Humbly  inferibed  to  the 
right  honourable  Henry  Pelham  Efq.  the  2d  edir 
tion,  price  ”23. 

A  letter  to  a  clergyman,  relating  to  his  fermon  on 
the  30th  of  January  ‘-being  a  full  and  com¬ 
plete  anfwer  to  ail  the  fermons  that  ever  have  been, 
or  ever  fhall  be  preached  in  the  like  Rrain  on  that 
anniverfary,  humbly  inferibed  to  the  Right  Rev. 
father  in  God,  Benjamin,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Win¬ 
er  he  fter, - price  2s. 


